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Synopsis

The Yajur Veda is one of the four Vedas. It contains liturgical texts used during various important
Hindu rituals. There are two major samhitas, or collections, the Black and White. The White
Yajurveda, translated here, focuses on the liturgy, whereas the Black Yajurveda includes more
explanatory material about the rituals.Author:Ralph Thomas Hotchkin Griffith (1826-1906), scholar
of indology, Son of Rev R C Giriffith (Chaplain to the Marquis of Bath 1830) B.A. of Queen’s College
was elected to the vacant Sanskrit Scholarship on Nov 24, 1849. He translated the Vedic scriptures
into English. He also produced translations of other Sanskrit literature, including a verse version of
the Ramayana and the Kumara Sambhava of Kalidasa. He held the position of principal at the
Benares College in India.His translation of the Rigveda follows the text of Max MA ller’s six-volume
Sanskrit edition. His readings generally follow the work of the great scholar Sayana who was Prime
Minister at the court of the King of Vijaynagar - in what is now the District of Bellary in the Indian

state of Karnataka - in the fourteenth century.
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